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January 16, 2022: Martin Luther King, Jr. Weekend
Chorale, for Steve

PRELUDE
WELCOME

David Roohy, piano

by Judith Weir

Rev. John MacIver Gage & Rev. Maddie Foster

CALL TO WORSHIP
One: God of our ancestors and God of our dreams, we gather today to remember that you
have created us all in your image and in your likeness,
Many: And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible.
One: We remember how you spoke into the darkness and created light,
Many: And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible.
One: We remember the ways you have delivered your people through trials and tribulations
since the beginning of time, right up to this present moment.
Many: And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible.
One: You have comforted your children through the Middle Passage, racism, segregation,
stripped identities, and unjust laws,
Many: And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible.
One: God, you have been the guiding light along the paths of Hope and Love leading toward a
beloved community where all are equally seen and radically loved,
Many: And so, we still have the courage to dream the impossible.
One: We gather today to remember your presence among us and the call to do justice, love
mercy, and walk humbly with you and with our neighbors.

All: We gather today to worship God in spirit and in truth, in word and in deed.

HYMN

Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love (see below)

TIME WITH CHILDREN

Rev. Maddie Foster

from the Gospels, John 2:1-11

SCRIPTURE
SERMON

“Willing to Be Changed”

ANTHEM

Imagine the People of God by M. Miller

Rev. John MacIver Gage
Foundry Virtual Choir

LITANY FOR CHANGE
One: O God, we as broken creatures have fallen short. . . .but despite all that,
Many: Deep in my heart, I do believe that we shall overcome some day.
One: We have ignored the cries of others. . . .and yet,
Many: Deep in my heart, I do believe that the truth shall make us free some day.
One: But today is a new day. . . .and so,*
Many: Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe, we shall live in peace some day.
SHARING OUR PRAYERS (“O God, hear our prayer”)
THE LORD’S PRAYER (using these or whichever words are closest to your own heart)
Our Father in heaven, holy is your name. Your reign come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kin-dom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

HYMN

Take My Heart and Let It Be (see below)

OPPORTUNITIES TO BE PART OF THE GOOD NEWS
GRACEFUL DEDICATION
One: God, we have acknowledged our weaknesses and our failed attempts at creating a just world
for all, even with the best of intentions. We are ever aware of our limitations but continue to
dream the impossible because of our faith in your, and your amazing grace. And so we
dedicate our lives to changing the “normalcy” that continues to plague our communities and
society even now.
Many: The only normalcy we will settle for is the normalcy that recognizes the dignity
and worth of all God’s children. The only normalcy we will settle for is the
normalcy that allows judgment to run down like waters and righteousness like
a mighty stream. The only normalcy we will settle for is the normalcy of
interdependence, the normalcy of true peace, the normalcy of justice.*
One: Despite everything, O God, we see you at work still creating a just world for all. We leave
empowered by the fresh winds of change and the dream that is before us, to be your
hands, your feet, your heart in this world today, tomorrow, and forever and ever. Amen.
SINGING OUR THANKS & PRAISE
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! Praise God, all creatures here below!
Praise God above, you heavenly hosts! Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!
POSTLUDE
*This service quotes from Our God is Marching On, and Letter from Birmingham Jail, by Martin Luther King, Jr.

Lines in italics quote from “We Shall Overcome,” #570 in The New Century Hymnal.
The original service from which portions of our liturgy today are drawn, I Still have a Dream: Service Prayers for Martin
Luther King, Jr. Weekend 2020, was written by the Rev. Trayce Potter, Minister for Youth and Young Adult Engagement,
Faith Education, Innovation and Formation Team (Faith INFO) United Church of Christ.

Warrant for 2022 Annual Meeting
The Annual Meeting of The Congregational Church of Needham, UCC, will
be held in a hybrid manner both in the Sanctuary and via Zoom
immediately following the 10:00am worship service on Sunday, January
30, at 11:11am. Members can connect to Zoom via desktop, laptop,
tablet, smart phone, or landline. (See Zoom Connection Info below).
As is customary in preparation for the Annual Meeting, we will hold
an informational hearing Sunday, January 23, at 11:11am, also in a
hybrid manner, both in the Sanctuary and via Zoom. Please attend the
hearing to learn more about the Annual Report and to ask questions about
articles to be addressed at the Annual Meeting.
Copies of the Annual Report will be emailed to members by Friday, January 21st. Hard copies will be
available in the sanctuary before both the hearing on the 23rd and the Annual Meeting on the 30th. They also
can be picked up outside the back parking lot door to the church office (door #11) starting Friday, January

21st. If you are unable to access a copy via email or travel to pick one up, please phone the church office at
(781) 444-2510, and we'll arrange delivery. The warrant of articles for the Annual Meeting is as follows:
Warrant
Article I - To receive and act on reports of the Standing Committees, Special Committees and Officers of the
Church.
Article II - To elect Officers and Committees for the Church Year 2022.
Article III - To adopt a budget for Fiscal Year 2022.
ZOOM CONNECTION INFO:

To connect via Zoom on your computer, laptop, tablet, or smart phone, go
to https://zoom.us/s/907548568. (If you don’t already have Zoom downloaded on your device, you will
need to do so before the meeting.) You also can join via your landline telephone by calling (253) 215-8782 or
(301) 715-8592. You then will be asked to enter this Meeting ID: 907 548 568.

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 1/17 in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us With Your Love

Take My Life and Let It Be

