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wy are invited and welcome here at The Congregational Church of Needham,

E ﬁ:‘é Welcome! No matter who you are or where you are on life s journey, you
vl United Church of Christ.

Please take a moment to let us know you’re here, whether you are an official
church member, a frequent guest, or a first-timer. Scan this QR code with the camera on your
phone and follow the link to sign-in. There s a paper sign-in sheet in the foyer, if you prefer.

Children of all ages are always welcome in worship! Quiet books and pew pals (soft toys) are available
in the narthex/foyer just outside the sanctuary doors. All accessible bathrooms have changing tables. (Pre-K children who
are potty trained are welcome to join our elementary Sunday school activities.)

There is NO Sunday school today. Kids are invited to stay in the sanctuary for the entirety of this special
hands-on, all-ages SermonCraft Sunday. Sunday school will return next Sunday, 12/7.

November 30, 2025

In days to come the mountain of the Lorp’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains and shall be raised
above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of
the Lorp, to the house of the God of Jacob, that They may teach us Their ways and that we may walk in Their paths.” For
out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the word of the Lorp from Jerusalem. They shall judge between the nations and
shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks; nation
shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the
light of the Lorp! (Isaiah 2:2-5)

CAROLS Good Christian Friends, Rejoice (NCH #129, v1-2)
Away in a Manger (NCH #124, v.1-2)

Joy to the World (NCH #132, v1-2)
WELCOME Rev. John Maclver Gage

LIGHTING CANDLES FOR ADVENT: Hope

Reader 1: The birth of Jesus has been told and retold a thousand times and in a thousand ways.
All: Its impact cannot be contained in any one perspective. The element of the story we
focus on changes how we hear it, how we imagine it, and how we experience it.

Reader 1: Close your eyes for a moment and imagine the journey of Mary and Joseph. How do
they look? They are unaware that their unborn child will catch onto the prophets’
visions and challenge the world to usher in justice, peace, and transformation. What
are they dreaming of for their child? What looks are they getting from those nearby?

Reader 2: Open your eyes. We know the world is not always an easy place to welcome new life.
And yet, babies are born every day, and new families are formed.



Reader 1: What must those moments have been like for Mary and Joseph searching for a place
to be? Now, just like then, exhausted expectant parents, far from home, are searching
for safe spaces to settle. What must that be like for displaced families today?

Reader 2: Now, just like then, faithful families trust that somehow, each seemingly impossible
situation will work out.

Reader 1: Mary and Joseph held on to hope when their options seemed to be in short supply. It
was a hope that things would get better.

All: We light the candle of hope because hope creates a path for a new, unknown story
to unfold.

HYMN Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus (see below)
READING SCRIPTURE from the Gospels, Mark 13:24-37
SERMONCRAFT, a hands-on, all-ages sermon experience

ANTHEM And the GZOK)/ Of the Lord, by G.F. Handel, arr. H. Hopson Chancel Choir

And the glory, the glory of the Lord, shall be revealed
And all flesh shall see it together
For the mouth of the Lord, hath spoken it.

SHARING OUR PRAYERS (“0O God, hear our prayer”)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION & ASSURANCE OF GRACE

One: Heeding Jesus’ call to keep awake, let us be humble and bold in confessing the truth
of the brokenness in our hearts, our actions, and our systems..

All:  God of hope, we confess that we too often seek salvation through that which will
not save us. We cling to our own comfort, rather than being generous with our
gifts and privilege. We are complicit in systems that benefit us, rather than
challenge the exploitation of neighbors and creation. We act from fear rather than
faith. Transform our hearts with your mercy. Forgive us and renew us. Make us
restless for justice. Teach us again to be people of courage and hope. We pray in
the name of Jesus. Amen.

One: Heaven and earth may pass away, but God’s faithfulness is sure. Trust this: You are
forgiven and forever claimed as beloved of God, through the saving love of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

SHARING PEACE (“Peace be with you/ And also with you”)

HYMN Isaiah the Prophet Has Written of Old (see below)



PARTNERING IN THE GOOD NEWS

Feeling like you might like to make this congregation your church home?
Curious to learn more about who we are and how we practice our faith and what membership means here?

Reach out to Rev. John at reviohn@needhamucc.org

WE ARE BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING

POSTLUDE

The flowers on the altar are given to the glory of God and in loving memory
of Binna Mann by her family, in remembrance of the anniversary of her birthday, December 5th

CHURCH ACTIVITIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS: November 30, 2025

Call for Sunday School Volunteers

Every Sunday we need two non-related adults—a teacher and an assistant—to staff our Sunday School
classroom. Ms. Darlene Wong, our Director for Children & Youth, is our teacher. Will you be the
assistant? No experience is needed, but we literally cannot do this without you. Please sign up here
to help.

Register for Sunday School Here

All kids ages K-5th grade are welcome to join our Sunday School (ages K-5th grade whenever they like, whether it be
their first time or for a repeat visit! We understand the value of flexibility for busy families. Help us get to know your
child and receive children & youth programming updates by registering your kids! Forms can be returned to Ms. Darlene,
at childrenandyouth@needhamucc.org.

Questions about our Children & Youth Ministries? Email childrenandyouth@needhamucc.org

Annual Stewardship Campaign Underway:
Please Make Your Pledge Now

First of all a big thank you to all who have pledged, it is appreciated! As of November
24th we are already at 65% of the goal of $375,000.

Your pledges are the major source of funding for the church's operating budget. Our
goal is to have all pledges in by THIS WEEK, so if you haven't yet pledged, please
take a moment now to pledge online or by mail.

o FASTEST AND EASIEST: Pledge online at
https://www.needhamucc.org/pledging or,

e Fill out a pledge card and drop it in the offering plate in the narthex or in the
black drop box on the church office door. Pledge cards were included in the campaign
letter you received, or you can find pledge cards in the narthex (foyer).

If you would like to talk with one of the Stewardship committee members, please email us at

stewardship@needhamucc.org. Thank you!


mailto:revjohn@needhamucc.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ONwEBXFjwykTz8QU58rgAflm4QTkNziHytxxi-E5Qa8/edit?tab=t.0
https://pomrj9dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pYMelfnT_A-XoU8NQMjwPrzDDxWv5iUpoUyGPZK6o749KVbr9dcxthaeOZW0eG7pd0gAv-JE1Telj9BU_sPoh3J0NXfoUovPVyw6CBJticRVwabGSwJrPIGoim8PIdbAoQWjhzanyJDaXOXzY1AnfngnxwpCUvMkvHutODNftzFEhQkiuE9yuH-53jCW3uL1R-bZ2T-INAc-kjWHXMEc9OUsqPt27V_g4-cOSBaH8z4HEAIFxZgDm-deYhenm9XEQpuQFfLu09E=&c=CKNF3K4z7L8Y__JAw9rnx9wwq4NDwT4-hBIVFRaE8joAs6SG0eNpfw==&ch=MQGH3-3VM8j8gossf9hXDkz3tvlE4EBfySNfBMqQf6-WKO-alK360g==
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FREE! Concert'for Choir & Chimes
Sunday, 12/7 @ 4pm, reception after 7
www.NeedhamUCC.org

CHRISTMAS
DELIVERY ¢

members of our congregation &
hey are in our thoughts

4 Maps & Contact Info Provided
s Sunday, 12/14 @ after
| dhamUCt

& beyond happier for the families of
Family Promise Metrowest

onate at www.NeedhamUCC.org

Hanging of the Greens
TODAY! @ 11:11am, after worship

All ages are invited to stick around after worship on Sunday, 11/30 to help decorate the
sanctuary for the upcoming Advent-Christmas-Epiphany season. There are poinsettias to put
out, wreaths to hang, banners to place, and more. Many hands make light work!

The Blessings of Christmas, 12/7 @ 4pm
Concert for Choir & Chimes, with reception to follow

Who couldn't use a blessing or two--or more--this holiday season? Join us for "The
Blessings of Christmas," a 100% FREE concert of Christmas classics old and new for
| choir and chimes, Sunday, 12/7 @ 4pm at The Congregational church of Needham,

UCC, 1154 Great Plain Ave (with plenty of parking behind off Linden St). A donation
will be gratefully received, but yes, it is 100% free. And if your child can't last the
whole hour, we're glad to welcome you for however long they can without any shame
or dirty looks. Come and ENJOY'!

Advent Devotional Available
as a printed booklet & PDF

Hope, peace, joy, and love your way thru this devotional at your own pace this holiday season.
Each week (beginning with Advent and concluding with Epiphany) offers readings, reflections,
and questions to deep your experience of the season.

Printed copies are available in the narthex/foyer just outside the sanctuary. If you would
like a PDF copy emailed to you, please reach out to Robin Bevilacqua in the church office

at office@needhamucc.org.

Spread the Cheer!

Christmas Flower Delivery
Sunday, 12/14 after worship

Once again this year we will deliver Christmas flowers to folks members of our church family
who may need an extra reminder they aren’t alone in this holiday season. Save the date and
make plans to volunteer as a driver (maps & contact info are included).

The Giving Tree, Same But Different

This year we’re not doing our usual Giving Tree fundraiser the usual way. To make room for
extra fundraising to help feed hungry neighbors whose food support was suspended during the
recent record-breaking government shut down, we’re moving the Giving Tree effort later into
December. 100% of the offering we receive on Christmas Eve will go to support the work
of Family Promise Metrowest as they work to help families experiencing homelessness move
into permanent housing (and keep even more from losing their housing in the first place). If
you’re not able to attend worship on Christmas Eve or simply would like to make your

gift early, go to www.NeedhamUCC.org /Giving.


mailto:office@needhamucc.org
http://www.needhamucc.org
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NO OTHER LAND

Prayows ler the
LONGEST NIGHT

for any for whom the holidays are hard
due to grief, loss, confusion, or pain

12/21 @ 7pm, on-site & online
Info at www.NeedhamUCC.org /&=

. .
Celebrate the holidays
Guatemala style
at the Partnership's

POSADA
PARTY!

December 21 at 6:00pm - Potluck

Lucienne Ronco's home
16 Garden Road, Wellesley

on: nline
=3l Connect at www.NeedhamUCC.org

Another Way to Give: Shop for a child, a parents, or an entire family

Family Promise Metrowest is ready to match community donors to the holiday wish lists of
families enrolled in their programs. You are invited to sponsor a parent, a child, or an entire
family. Gifts are due by 12/8. Go to ham rg/family-promise-metr t for
directions on how to sign up. Questions? Ask Vance at vancefernandez@hotmail.com

Oscar-Winning Documentary Screening

No Other Land
Sunday, 12/14 @ 1-3pm at The Congregational Church of Needham

No Other Land is a film made by a Palestinian-Israeli collective documenting the destruction of
Masafer Yatta, a Palestinian community in the occupied West Bank, by Israeli soldiers and the
relationship that develops between a Palestinian activist and an Israeli journalist. In addition to
numerous other international awards, the film won the Academy Award for best documentary
feature in 2025.

Our church is co-sponsoring this event with First Parish in Needham, UU; Needham Muslim
Neighbors; St. Susanna Parish; Needham for Palestine; Wellesley Friends Meeting; the Rotary
Club of Needham; and others.

For when the holidays are hard...

Prayers for the Longest Night
12/21 @ 7pm on-site & online via Zoom

The Christmas Season is primarily known for hope and joy, focused on community and familial
gatherings of celebration and thanksgiving. However, for some, the winter holiday season may
be difficult due to personal loss and grief. Please join us for a special opportunity for prayer and
reflection in which we acknowledge pain and mourning during the holiday season trusting that
God “is near the brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit” (Psalm 34:18).

Guatemala Partnership Christmas/Posada Potluck Party
12/21 @ 6pm, 16 Garden Rd, Wellesley, MA

A posada is a Latin American Christmas tradition that re-enacts over up to nine nights the
journey of Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem and their struggle to find someplace where Mary
could give birth to the baby Jesus. The Guatemala Partnership joyfully invites you to our 4th
annual Christmas/Posada Party Potluck on Sunday, 12/21 at 6pm at Lucienne Ronco’s home,
16 Garden Rd., Wellesley, MA. Please RSVP to Brenda Metzler to let us know that you’ll

join us: bmetzler rizon.n

No Lines, No Rehearsals, No Stress, All Christmas

No-Stress Christmas Pageant
Christmas Eve, 12/24 @ 4pm, on-site & online
via Zoom at http://zoom.us/j/907548568

This congregation has a long, lovely tradition of celebrating Christmas Eve by sharing
the story of Jesus’ birth anew, embodied by the children of our community. We
continue that tradition again this year with our no-stress, no-rehearsals, no-stress
Christmas pageant. (Because who needs any extra fuss in this busy holiday season?)
Here’s how it works:

ANY CHILD WHO SHOWS UP on Christmas Eve (a little bit early, please) can pick

their own costume to be a shepherd, angel, or wise person in the pageant. They’ll sit with their families in the pews until
their part of the narrative is read, when they’ll come forward (with a family member, if you want) and take their place in
the story around the stable in Bethlehem.


http://www.needhamucc.org/family-promise-metrowest
mailto:vancefernandez@hotmail.com
mailto:bmetzler7@verizon.net
http://zoom.us/j/907548568

Loss Support Group
Next Meeting, Monday, 12/8

Loss Support Group

Weekly Prayer Group
Tuesdays @ 12 Noon via Zoom at

PRAYER GROUP

If you are mourning the loss of a loved one, the church offers an ongoing support group, which
meets on alternating Monday evenings (@ 7pm via Zoom. If you have questions or are interested
in participating, please contact John Baldwin at jsbaldwin@comcast.net

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82597617058?pwd=SSqGiaNaCxrFPZdJJXx8t2ArHGyvYhd.1

Baby Basics Groceries Collection

In church we often talk about prayer as if everybody knows what prayer is. But prayer can look
and feel very different for different people in different situations. Above all, prayer is a practice,
and practices take practice. Join us as we practice praying together.

core proteins for the groceries we

Baby Each Sunday in worship, we will be collecting specific

Basics give to the families accessing diapers through Baby Basics every other month. The
Weekly protein of the month for December is: large jars of natural (no sugar added) peanut
Food butter.

Collection

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus
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1. Come, thou long - ex-pect-ed Je-sus, born to set thy peo-ple free;
2.1Is - rael’s strength and con- so - la-tion, hope of all the earth thou art;

3.Born thy peo - ple to de-liv-er, born a child,and yet a Kking,
4.By thine own e - ter-nal Spir-it rule in all our hearts a- lone;
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from our fears and sins re-lease us; let us find our rest in thee.
dear de- sire of ev-ery na-tion, joy of ev-ery long-ing heart.
born to reign in us for- ev-er, now thy gra-cious king-dom bring.
by thine all - suf - fi-cient mer-it raise us to thy glo-rious throne.
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Isaiah the Prophet Has Written of Old
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I - sa - iah the pro- phet has writ-ten of old how
The moun-tains and hills shall break  forth in - to song, the
Yet na - tions still prey on the meek of the world, and
God, bring to fru - 1 - tion your will for the earth, that
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God'snew cre - a - tion shall come. In - stead of the thornthree the

peo-ples be

led forth in

peace; the earthshall be filled with the

con-flict turns par - ent from  child. Your peo-ple de-spoil all the
no - one shall hurt or de

- stroy, that wis-dom and jus - tice shall
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fir  tree shall grow; the wolf  shall lie down with the
know-ledge of God as the wa - ters cov - er the
sweet - ness of  earth; the brier and the thorn tree grow
reign  in the land, andyour peo - pleshall go forth in
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lamb, the lamb, the wolf  shall lie down with the lamb.
sea, the sea, as the wa - ters cov - er the sea.
wild, grow wild, the brier and the thorn tree grow wild.
joy, in  joy, your peo - pleshall go forth in joy.

WORDS: J. F. Patterson (1982); MUSIC: jubAs AND MARY, S. Carter (1964)



