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​Welcome! No matter who you are or where you are on 
life’s journey, you are invited and welcome here at The 
Congregational Church of Needham, United Church of 
Christ. 
Please take a moment to let us know you’re here, 

whether you are an official church member, a frequent guest, or a 
first-timer. Scan this QR code with the camera on your phone and 
follow the link to sign-in. There’s a paper sign-in sheet in the foyer, if you 
prefer. 

 
Children of all ages are always welcome in worship! Quiet books and 
pew pals (soft toys) are available in the narthex/foyer just outside the 
sanctuary doors. All accessible bathrooms have changing tables. 

Yes! There is Sunday school today. Kids in Pre-K–Grade 5 will be 
invited to come forward for the “Time Especially for Children” during 
worship, then head out to Sunday School in the Reception Room (in the 
hall on the way in) with our Director for Children & Youth, Darlene 
Wong, and our volunteers.  

For our celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion / The 
Eucharist / The Lord’s Supper today, those in the sanctuary who wish to 
partake will be invited to come down the center aisle to receive a piece of 
gluten-free bread and a serving of non-alcoholic juice in a compostable 
cup. ALL ARE INVITED TO SHARE, INCLUDING CHILDREN. You 
do not need to be a member of this congregation or any congregation, but 
simply desire to receive this blessing in your life.  

 

 

 

 

 



February 1, 2026 
My dear, it isn’t the loud part/ Of creeds that are pleasing to God,/ Not the 
chant of a prayer, or the hum of a hymn, or a jubilant shout or song./ But it 

is the beautiful proud part/ Of walking with feet faith-shod; And in love, 
loving, loving through all, no matter how things go wrong;/ In trusting 

ever, though dark the dark, and in keeping your hope when the way seems 
long–/ Dear, there are the things that count. 

–from “The Things That Count” by Ella Wheeler Wilcox (1850-1919) 
 

PRELUDE​ Praeludiam No.2 BWV 554 by J.S. Bach 
​ Valerie Becker, organ 

WELCOME & A QUESTION​    Rev. John MacIver Gage 
​ & the Membership Growth Initiative 

“What drew you to this church initially, and what keeps you here now?”   

CALL TO WORSHIP 
​ One:​ People of God, who do you come to worship today? 
​Many:​ We seek to abide in the presence of our living, loving God. 
​ One:​ Open our minds, Holy One, to your spirit of wisdom, 
​Many:​ that we may know how to live as your people. 
​ One:​ Open our hearts to your spirit of truth, 
​Many:​ that we may embrace all your people with a love that speaks 

of justice, kindness, and radical grace. 
​ One:​ May this time of worship be authentic to us and pleasing to you. 
​ All:​ Let us worship God together in spirit and in truth, in word and 

in deed. 

HYMN​​ Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You (see below) 

GREETING ONE ANOTHER IN PEACE 
(“Peace be with you /  And also with you”) 



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

 
READING SCRIPTURE​ from the Gospels, Matthew 5:1-12 

TIME ESPECIALLY FOR CHILDREN​  
​Children ages K-5th Grade may accompany their teachers 

to Sunday School. 

SERMON​ ​ Open Book Test
​ ​ ​ ​ Rev. John MacIver Gage 

ANTHEM​ God Has Work for Us to Do, by M. Miller
​ ​ ​ Chancel Choir 

“Til all the jails are empty and all the bellies filled; till no one hurts or 
steals or lies, and no more blood is spilled: 

God has work for us to do, God has work for us to do, ‘til God’s will is 
done and all things are made new, 

God has work for us, work for us to do! 
“Til age and race and gender no longer separate; ‘til pulpit, press and 

politics are free of greed and hate: 
God has work for us to do, God has work for us to do,  ‘til God’s will is 

done and all things are made new, 
God has work for us, 

In tenement and mansion, in fact’ry, farm, and mill, in board room and in 
billiard hall, in wards where time stands still. 

In classroom, church, and office, in shops, or on the street, in ev’ry place 
where people thrive or strive or hide or meet. 

God has work for us, 



By sitting at a bedside, to hold pale, trembling hands, by speaking for the 
powerless against unjust demands. 

By praying through our doing, and singing though we fear, by trusting that 
the seed we sow will bring God’s harvest near: 

God has work for us to do, God has work for us to do, ‘til God’s will is 
done and all things are made new, 

God has work for us, work for us to do! 

SHARING OUR PRAYERS 
(“O God, hear our prayer”) 

SINGING THE LORD’S PRAYER (see below) 

SHARING THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

SINGING OUR THANKS & PRAISE​ Mary Luti 
How can we thank you and repay love that astounds us every day? 

What gracious gifts your hands bestow! 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! 

INVITATION TO DEEPER RELATIONSHIP 
Feeling like you might like to make this congregation your church home? 
Curious to learn more about who we are and how we practice our faith 

and what membership means here? Reach out to Rev. John at 
revjohn@needhamucc.org 

PARTNERING IN THE GOOD NEWS 

WE ARE BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING 

SINGING AS WE GO​ ​ How Blest Are Those (see below) 
 
 
 
 

mailto:revjohn@needhamucc.org


Call for Sunday School Volunteers 
Every Sunday we need two non-related adults–a teacher and 
an assistant–to staff our Sunday School classroom. Ms. 
Darlene Wong, our Director for Children & Youth, is our 
teacher. Will you be the assistant? No experience is needed. 

Please sign up here to help.  
Register for Sunday School Here 
All kids ages K-5th grade are welcome to join our Sunday School (ages 
K-5th grade whenever they like, whether it be their first time or for a 
repeat visit! We understand the value of flexibility for busy families. Help 
us get to know your child and receive children & youth programming 
updates by registering your kids! Forms can be returned to Ms. Darlene, at 
childrenandyouth@needhamucc.org. 
Questions about our Children & Youth Ministries? Email 
childrenandyouth@needhamucc.org 
 

 
 

CHURCH ACTIVITIES & ANNOUNCEMENTS: February 1, 2026 

Congregational Meetings 
hybrid, on-site & online via Zoom 
TODAY! 2/1 @ 11:11am 
Part of what it means to be a church in the congregational 
church tradition is that there’s no bishop or conference or 

convention directing things from afar. We are connected with other 
churches in our Metropolitan Boston Association and our Southern New 
England Conference and the General Synod of our United Church of 
Christ denominational family in covenant, but the members of our 
congregation take prayerful responsibility for directing our local church 
life together. That happens every day through the work of our boards, 
committees, and teams, and it happens in a big way at our annual meeting, 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ONwEBXFjwykTz8QU58rgAflm4QTkNziHytxxi-E5Qa8/edit?tab=t.0
https://pomrj9dab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001pYMelfnT_A-XoU8NQMjwPrzDDxWv5iUpoUyGPZK6o749KVbr9dcxthaeOZW0eG7pd0gAv-JE1Telj9BU_sPoh3J0NXfoUovPVyw6CBJticRVwabGSwJrPIGoim8PIdbAoQWjhzanyJDaXOXzY1AnfngnxwpCUvMkvHutODNftzFEhQkiuE9yuH-53jCW3uL1R-bZ2T-INAc-kjWHXMEc9OUsqPt27V_g4-cOSBaH8z4HEAIFxZgDm-deYhenm9XEQpuQFfLu09E=&c=CKNF3K4z7L8Y__JAw9rnx9wwq4NDwT4-hBIVFRaE8joAs6SG0eNpfw==&ch=MQGH3-3VM8j8gossf9hXDkz3tvlE4EBfySNfBMqQf6-WKO-alK360g==
mailto:childrenandyouth@needhamucc.org


where we will hear reports of the year gone by, elect new leaders, and 
discuss and pass a budget for 2026. As official members of the 
congregation, make plans to attend because your voice and vote is 
important. (Everyone else is invited, too.) 

 
Membership Growth Initiative Next Steps 
Our next area of focus is to explore as a congregation the 
question "Who are we now?" to more clearly articulate our 
collective purpose and beliefs amongst ourselves and 
outwardly to new member prospects.  We're starting this 

effort in two ways: 
1.  Engage and reflect as a Congregation on five questions during 

Sundays in January & February.   The MGI team will pose one 
question a week in a low-effort, high-intention way of collecting 
individuals' thoughts.  On-site attendees can write their answers on index 
cards provided in each pew and submit them in a collection box at the 
end of service, and those on Zoom or who miss worship can send their 
answers to kristin@mollerus.net - all replies will remain anonymous.   
​The question for 2/1 is: “What drew you to this church initially, and 
what keeps you here now?”   

2.  Join the all-church lunch after worship on 2/22 to discuss the "Who 
are we now?" questions and submitted answers. 
 

 
Immigration Forum 
Monday, 2/2 @ 7:30pm 
The Center at the Heights, 300 Hillside Ave, Needham 

Want actual facts about the current status of U.S. immigration policy, its 
effect on Massachusetts, and ways we can help our immigrant neighbors? 
Our congregation, along with The Needham Area Immigration Justice 
Task Force and the Needham Human Rights Committee is sponsoring an 
evening with Heather Yountz, senior immigration staff attorney at the 
Massachusetts Law Reform Institute. For more info, go to 

mailto:kristin@mollerus.net


https://www.immigrationneedham.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Ja
n-26-Forum-Flyer.pdf 
 

Thursday Soup Lunches are Back! 
We will gather on Thursday, 2/5 at 12 Noon in the church 
library for our monthly soup lunch. Please join us for 
delicious soup and friendly conversation. It will be warm 
and nourishing for body and soul! 
 
An Opportunity to Help, from Brianna Koljoenen 
“My name is Brianna, and I’m reaching out regarding 
support for a fundraiser. I grew up in Needham and attended 
the UCC, where I was very involved in the youth group and 
choir. I graduated from high school in 2015. During high 

school, I began volunteering on mission trips with the UCC, an experience 
that deeply influenced my future work and the path my life has taken as an 
adult. I am currently serving as a Youth Development Specialist Peace 
Corps volunteer in rural Peru, and I am raising funds to purchase 
instruments to expand the existing musical education at the school. 
This initiative is sustainable and will benefit future generations of students 
for years to come.” To learn more and to donate, go to: 
https://www.peacecorps.gov/donate/projects/pp-26-527-013/ 

 
Baby Basics Groceries Ongoing Food Collection 
Each Sunday in worship, we collect specific core proteins for 
the groceries we give to the families accessing diapers 
through Baby Basics every other month. In January, we’re 
looking for large jars of natural (no sugar added) peanut 

butter; large cans of tuna in water; large cans of chicken; and bags of 
dried beans. 
 
 
 

https://www.immigrationneedham.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Jan-26-Forum-Flyer.pdf
https://www.immigrationneedham.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/Jan-26-Forum-Flyer.pdf
https://www.peacecorps.gov/donate/projects/pp-26-527-013/


Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You 
 

Joyful, joyful, we adore you, God of glory, God of love; 
Hearts unfold like flowers before you, opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the storms of doubt away; 
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 

 
All your works with joy surround you, earth and heav’n reflect your rays, 

stars and angels sing around you, center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flow’ry meadow, flashing sea, 

chanting bird and flowing fountain, teach us what our praise should be. 
 

You are giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blessed, 
wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 
Loving Spirit, Father, Mother, all who love belong to you; 

Teach us how to love each other, by that love our joy renew. 
 

Mortals, join the mighty chorus which the morning stars began; 
Boundless love is reigning o’er us, reconciling race and clan. 
Ever singing, move we forward, faithful in the midst of strife, 

joyful music leads us onward in the triumph song of life. 
 
 

Text: H.van Dyke (1907, alt.); Tune: HYMN TO JOY (Beethoven) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Lord’s Prayer 
 



How Blest Are Those 
 

How blest are those who humbly see how much they need the Lord. 
How blest are those who deeply drive the stuff’ring of this world. 

How blest are those who find God’s strength in gentleness and grace. 
How blest are those who long for truth and seek God’s loving ways. 

 
What joy! What mercy fills our lives, when kindness is our style. 

What joy! When, pure in heart, we strive to do what is worthwhile. 
What joy! When people work for peace, for justice in this land. 

What joy! When whole communities seek goodness, hand in hand. 
 

What thousands join in peaceful song; when hundreds kneel and prayer; 
when one, alone, stands up to wrong; when love becomes our way; 
when neighbors, by the things they do, reach out to those in pain; 

Lord Jesus, may we learn anew the blessings of your reign. 
 
 
 

Text: Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (2026); Tune: FOREST GREEN 


