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Church Covenant     At the Congregational Church of Needham, United Church of 
Christ, we strive to be a joyful, welcoming Christian Community. We seek to be 
faithful in a world torn by suffering, injustice, oppression, and war. We are inspired 
by God, Christ’s Ministry, and the examples of other faithful people. We join 
together in worship and song, fellowship, study, and mission to embrace the risks 
and challenges of continuing Christ’s ministry. We struggle to live out our faith in 
the world by furthering justice and peace, witnessing to the truth, and proclaiming 
God’s love and mercy for all people. 

Open and Affirming Covenant      We believe that all people are created in the 
image of God, who loves each of us as we are. Following the example of Jesus, we 
welcome and affirm all people, including those of every age, gender, sexual 
orientation, gender identity and expression; every racial, ethnic and cultural identity, 
and country of origin; every faith background, family configuration and economic 
situation; every mental and physical ability and health status; every life experience 
and circumstance. We strive to be an example of God’s extravagant welcome and to 
live these beliefs in our worship, language, actions and relationships. We invite all 
people who desire to join us in this journey of faith to share in the full life and ministry 
of this church. 
 
 
If you are a guest with us today, a special welcome to you!  

We’d love to know that you’re here. When the black attendance folder is passed 
along your pew, please sign in and let us know how to be in touch with you, if 
you’d like. We’ve got a great weekly email and monthly e-newsletter we can send 
you. Best of all, you can always unsubscribe yourself, so you’re in charge of that 
communication. 

If you’d like to learn more about our church or what it means to be a member here, 
please let us know on the attendance pad or email the church office at 
office@needhamucc.org or call 781.444.2510. 

Please ask an usher if you’d like help with 

 Child care, available during worship for infants, toddlers, and pre-schoolers in 
the nursery located downstairs 

 A hearing amplification device.  

 A LARGE PRINT BULLETIN. 
Our wifi network in the Sanctuary is UCC_Guest and the password is needhamucc 
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January 12, 2020  Baptism of the Lord Sunday 

 

WE GATHER IN FAITH 

Prelude  

Welcome & Greeting Rev. John MacIver Gage & Rev. Maddie Foster 

*Gathering Song “Arise, Shine!”  

   

*Call to Worship 

 One:  As we come to this holy work of worship, let us remember God’s good 
gifts to us in the sign of water:  

 Many:  Womb to wave, stream to sea, God’s love rains down.  
 One:  In the beginning, God breathed on the waters and stirred up life, the world 

and all that is in it; from the wet stuff of the earth, God formed us and 
called us all ‘good.’  

 Many:  Womb to wave, stream to sea, God’s love rains down.  
 One:  When evil threatened to swallow up creation, God sent a flood to wash it 

away; when the children of God were caught between the devil and the deep 
blue sea, God parted the waters and brought them over into freedom.  

 Many:  Womb to wave, stream to sea, God’s love rains down.  
 One:  In the fullness of time, God came to us in Jesus, nurtured in the waters of 

Mary’s womb, baptized by John on Jordan’s bank—Jesus, who washes 
his disciples’ feet and offers us living water that will not fail.  

 Many:  God’s love rains down, on just and unjust alike; this is the sign of 
God’s grace toward us all.  

 All:  Let us worship God together. 
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* Hymn  “Wonder of Wonders Here Revealed” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: J. Parker Huber (1980), alt; Tune: PENTECOST (Boyd), 1864 

Centering Prayer, Silence, and Assurance of Grace 

 

WE LISTEN FOR GOD’S WORD 

Reading from Scripture 
 from the Gospels  Matthew 3:13-17 (Pew Bible NT p.3) 
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Anthem “When Jesus Came to Jordan” L. Trapp 

When Jesus came to Jordan to be baptized by John, 
He did not come for pardon, but as his Father’s Son. 

Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world.  
This is God’s Chosen One. 

He came to share repentance with all who mourn their sins, 
To speak the vital sentence with which good new begins.  Refrain 

He came to share temptation, our utmost woe and loss, 
For us and our salvation to die upon the cross.  Refrain 

So when the Dove descended on him, the Son of Man,  
The hidden years had ended, the age of grace began.  Refrain 

 
Children’s Circle     Children in Pre-K through 8th grade are invited to come 
forward to share in the Children’s Circle. Afterwards, children in K - Grade 5 will 
head to Sunday School with Rev. Maddie and their teachers. Grades 6-8 will 
remain in the balcony for the sermon, then move to their classroom for discussion. 

 

Sermon Calling Rev. John MacIver Gage 

WE RESPOND TO GOD’S CALL 

Sharing Our Prayers O God, Hear our prayer. 

The Lord’s Prayer, using these or whichever words are closest to your heart 
Our Father in heaven, holy is your name. Your reign come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread and forgive us 
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for yours is the kin-dom and the power 
and the glory forever.  Amen. 

*Sharing the Peace of Christ Peace be with you. And also with you. 

Call to Engagement  
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Musical Offering Largo e dolce from “Sonata no. 1 in b minor” J.S. Bach 
     Patricia Anthony, flute 
 

*Singing Our Thanks, twice, in Spanish  

 

 

 

*Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

WE GO FORTH TO SERVE 

*Hymn (bulletin p.7)     “Come! Live in the Light! (We Are Called)”  
 

*Blessing & Commission 

Postlude  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Leaders in Worship Today 

Director of Music: Valerie Becker;  Liturgist: Mike Normile;  Deacons: Nancy Lane, 
David Johnson;  Altar Guild: Diana Conroy;  Ushers: Nancy Lane, David Libby, Jeanie 
Martin 

The flowers today are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
Cara Eaton Herzog and Robert Herzog by Mi Herzog. 
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“Come! Live in the Light! (We Are Called)” 
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 Warrant for Annual Meeting 
Sunday, January 26, 2020 

  

The Annual Meeting of The Congregational Church of Needham will be 
held in the Sanctuary immediately following the 10am worship service on 
Sunday, January 26, at 11:15am. Childcare will be provided while the 
meeting is held. 
As is customary in preparation for the Annual Meeting, an informational 
hearing will be held following the worship service on Sunday, January 19, in 
Linden Hall. Please attend the hearing to learn more about the Annual 
Report and to ask questions about articles to be addressed at the Annual 
Meeting. 
Copies of the Annual Report will be available in the Narthex on January 19 
at the 10am worship service. Please help yourself to a copy of these 
documents in preparation for the meeting. The warrant of articles for the 
meeting is as follows: 
  
Warrant 
Article I -  To receive and act on reports of the Standing Committees, Special  
                   Committees and Officers of the Church. 
Article II - To elect Officers and Committees for the Church Year 2020. 
Article III -To adopt a budget for Fiscal Year 2020. 



   

 

 

Please join us for another Interfaith Potluck  
Conversation  Dinner with the topic -
 "Restorative Justice: What It Is, and How It 
Can Work," as part of the ongoing At My  
Neighbor's Table Series.  This event will take place 
on Sunday, February 9, 2020, from 5:30 - 7:30 
p.m., in the Community Room at Temple Beth 
Shalom (670 Highland Avenue, Needham).  The    
discussion will be led by Dr. Rachel King, Curry 
College, Title IX Coordinator Institutional Planning 
and Dr. Jennifer Balboni, Curry College, Professor 
of  Criminal Justice.  For any questions, please 
email  Georgina Ruetenik 
(georgina@somaptandrehab.com).  
To SVP:  restorativejusticeneedham.eventbrite.com 
 
Meditation Group The Meditation group meets on 
the 2nd and 4th Sundays of the month at 11:30am in 
the  Chapel. For more information about the group 
contact Sue Findlay at sgfindlay1@gmail.com or 
781-455-8056.  
 
Flower Delivery If you would like to deliver  
flowers after church, drop by the "little kitchen"  
after church. Your help is appreciated.     
 
NeedhamUCC Support Week for Family  
Promise Metrowest Family Promise provides shel-
ter, breakfast and dinner for homeless families in the 
metrowest region. NeedhamUCC is a Support 
Church to First Congregational Church and Fisk 
Methodist Church, both in Natick.  To date we have 
primarily made and served dinner which includes 
hosting the after dinner hour.  Teens and adults are 
welcome.  All Volunteers must be trained before 
working onsite and interacting with guest families, 
however, anyone can help prepare a meal. 
 
If you have been trained and can assist with our vol-
unteer weeks in January please use the link below to 
sign up for as much as you are able or contact Vance 
Fernandez.  If you have not been trained you can 
sign up to cook.  If you are interested in being a 
trained member contact Vance Fernandez -  
vancefernandez@hotmail.com or 617-816-5871 to 
register for the training. 
 
 
 

Today 
Sunday, January 12th 
8:30am    Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
10am       Worship, Sanctuary     
11:30am  Prayer and Care Meeting, Reception Room 
  Bible Study, Conference Room #2  
  Youth Choir  
3pm         Youth Group  
 
Next Week   
Tuesday, January 14th 
7pm      Board Meeting, Library 
 
Wednesday, January 15th 
7:15pm Finance Team, Conference Room 
7:15pm EMT Meeting, Library 
   
Thursday, January 16th 
9:15am Cancer Support Group, Reception Room 
12pm  Prayer Group, Library 
7:30pm Choir Practice, Linden  AB 
 
Sunday, January 19th 
8:15am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast, Library 
8:30am    Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
10am       Worship-Honoring Martin Luther King,  
   Sanctuary     
11:30am  Annual Meeting Hearing 
  Bible Study, Conference Room #2  
  Youth Choir  

Announcements January 12, 2020 
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2019 Collections*  1/5/2020 =  $  $1,993 1/5/2020 Worship Attendance = 105 people 
December Electronic Pledge Amount:  $24,729.83  Please contact the church office 781-444-2510 or office@needhamucc.org 
to find out how you can give electronically. *Collection amount does not include additional pledges received electronically.   


