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Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather, bright as sun and moon together.
People, look east and sing today: Love, the star, is on the way.
Dear Friends,
“People, Look East,” the source of the lyrics above, is one of my very favorite carols
of Advent, the four Sundays leading up to Christmas. It speaks both about our
hopes for the world and our calling to create a space inside us, as individuals and
communities, for something new and surprising to grow. To do that, we need to
become more comfortable sitting in darkness, silence, emptiness—which of course
runs counter to our every impulse to seek “comfort and joy” in a wintry world. But the prophets of Advent
encourage us to trust that comfort and joy are coming, just from the unlikeliest of places, like a baby born into the
poverty of a stable on the edge of empire, the “word of the Creator, now in flesh appearing” (our Advent theme
this year). The joy God offers isn’t sentimental; it’s solid, flesh and blood. This is our hope as we remember the
birth of Jesus and look forward to the birth of God’s reign of justice, peace, and compassion.
With the first Sunday in Advent, 11/27, we are beginning a year-long
journey in worship and study—Year W—listening to the voices of
women, girls, and the divine feminine, thanks to the work of
groundbreaking Bible scholar Rev. Dr. Wil Gafney. Rev. Dr. Gafney is an
African-American woman, an Episcopal priest, and a local church pastor,
and she currently serves in an endowed chair for Hebrew Bible at Brite
Divinity School. In A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church: Year W
(2021), she asks us to consider what it looks like “to tell the good news
through the stories of women who are often on the margins of scripture
and often set up to represent bad news in the Bible. Year W is a tool to help
us work with those questions. Over the course of one year from Advent to
Advent, we will use Prof. Gafney’s translations, which seek to breathe new
life into texts long bound by a cultural insistence on male-centered language for persons, peoples, even God, as
we make our way through her suggested schedule of readings, rather than the more familiar Revised Common
Lectionary. We will hear new stories and hear familiar stories in new ways. It will not always be easy—there
are troubling stories in the Bible, as we all know, particularly those of women—but there will be new joys, as
well, and after careful consideration, the Board of Deacons and I believe this is an important journey well
worth making together.
If you would be interested in taking part in an on-going Bible study considering these Year W readings,
please join me on Tuesday, 11/29 @ 7:30pm for a Zoom meeting at our usual worship link,
http://zoom.us/j/907548568, to talk about how we can do that in a way that best serves your needs and
interests. If you can make it to the meeting, please email me at revjohn@needhamucc.org.
Peace, Rev. John MacIver Gage

Sunday Worship This Advent

November 27, “Choosing People” If you’ve been around the church at all, especially around Christmas time,
you’re likely familiar with the story of the Annunciation, when God announces to Mary that has been chosen
to bear a special blessing. But the Biblical witness is that God chooses lots of people, many even less well-off
and far less well remembered than Mary, including Hagar. (Luke 1:26-38; Genesis 16:7-13)
December 4, “The Multiplication of Blessing” Sadly, we don’t talk much about blessings these days, aside
from the holidays, perhaps, when we are reminded to “count our blessings.” Which is fine as far as it goes, but
if we stop there, we miss the point that we are called to multiply and sharing our blessings. (Genesis 17:15-22;
Luke 1:39-45) We will celebrate holy communion—If you’re participating online, make sure to prepare your
own food and drink!
December 11, “Other People’s Christmas” Like kids waiting for Christmas, in Advent, the church is waiting
for… what, exactly? If we focus just on Jesus’ miraculous birth, what’s the good news for those struggling to
conceive or waiting to adopt? How can this story be Gospel for us even when our waiting doesn’t bring us the
gift we hoped for? (Judges 13:2-7; Psalm 115:9-15) Rev. Maddie Foster to preach (via pre-recorded video).
December 18, “The Night Was Not Silent” Silent, calm, and bright nights are lovely, and thank God for
them. But just as the night of Mary’s delivery in the stable was noisy, indeed, the air today is still thick with the
cries of God’s people, like Hannah’s fervant prayers in the sanctuary at Shiloh, like Joseph’s upsetting
nighttime visions—cries of grief, pain, anger, hope… and joy. (1 Samuel 1:19-28; Matthew 1:18-25)

Advent waiting is all well and good, but

Can we get some Christmas up in here?
You bet. We can celebrate the already of Jesus’ birth while we
wait for the not-yet of God’s new thing. For 4 Sundays in
Advent at 9:50am, we’ll gather to sing 12 Carols of Christmas
to help us get in the spirit.
11/27: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice; Away in a Manger; Joy to the
World
12/4: While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks by Night; Once in Royal
David’s City; Angels We Have Heard on High
12/11: Angels from the Realms of Glory; Infant Holy, Infant Lowly; It
Came Upon a Midnight Clear
12/18: Hark! the Herald Angels Sing; What Child is This?; Awake,
Awake, and Greet the New Morn

Christmas Eve Worship & Pageant
Friday, 12/24 @ 4pm Live! on-site & online
via Zoom at http://zoom.us/j/907548568
Once again, the youngest among us will share with us the old,
old story of Jesus’ birth, with Mary and Joseph, shepherds,
angels, and wise ones—and barnyard animals, too. This year’s
Christmas Eve Worship will be 100% hybrid once more. You’re
invited to gather with friends and family on-site in the
sanctuary or online at home or wherever you are, so we can be
church together on this special night. The Christmas Pageant
itself will be hybrid, too. There will be actors live on-site, live
online, and pre-recorded, too. And unlike last year, there will
be no reservations required.

There is still time to SIGN UP to play a role in
the Christmas Pageant!
There are so many ways to get involved with the Christmas Pageant, on-site (Mary, Joseph, Innkeepers, Littlest
Stable Animals—and they sing!) and online (Angel Gabriel, Scary Angel), live and pre-recorded (Angel
Chorus), etc. etc. Whichever way your family chooses, your presence and participation are what make this a
special and memorable worship service. Click here to download and print out your sign-up sheet then return
it to volunteer coordinator’s Jordanna Mora and Kate Carter via email here or by putting it in Rev. Maddie’s
mailbox in the church office. Rehearsals for on-site actors will be Sunday 12/11 & 12/18 @ 11:11am after
worship. OUR DEADLINE FOR SIGNING UP IS DECEMBER 1.

A Christmas Serenade
Concert with Choir & Chimes
Sunday 12/4 @ 4pm LIVE! on-site & online
via Zoom at http://zoom.us/j/907548568
The Chancel Choir and Friendly Chimers, along with some special
guest musicians, will usher in the holiday season by filling the
sanctuary with a program of beautiful music for the soul. Give
yourself a break from the cares of the day, and enjoy the sounds of
Christmas.
This is a free concert. The majority of the costs for the event have
been underwritten by generous donors already. But your generous
free will donation beyond that will go to our Supplemental Music
Fund to support the church’s professional singer program in 2023. You can make your gift via cash or check
(made out to the Congregational Church of Needham, memo: “Concert Donation”) at the event or send it in to
the office at 1154 Great Plain Avenue. Also, you may give anytime on our website. Simply go to
www.needhamucc.org, scroll down to the PayPal button, and select “Christmas Concert / Music Support”
from the pulldown menu.

For when the holidays are hard…

Blue Christmas / Longest Night
Thursday 12/22 @ 3:30-4:30pm LIVE! online
The Christmas Season is primarily known for hope and joy, focused
on community and familial gatherings of celebration and
thanksgiving. However, for some, the winter holidays season may
be difficult due to personal loss and grief. Please join us for a
special Christmas service in which we acknowledge pain and
mourning during the holiday season and lift up prayers for hope,
peace, and affirmation that God “is near the brokenhearted and
saves the crushed in spirit” (Psalm 34:18).
Register for this “Near the Brokenhearted” Zoom webinar worship service with the national staff of our
United Church of Christ denominational family at this link:
https://ucc.zoom.us/webinar/register/6016479567418/WN_Mowxz_ABRdmD9P8kkpK44w

Pajamas Strongly Encouraged!

Christmas Morning Kitchen Table Worship
Sunday 12/25 @ 10am LIVE! online-ONLY
via Zoom at http://zoom.us/j/907548568
How often does Christmas Day fall on a Sunday? Once every 7 years on
average. (Sometimes you have to wait 5 or 6 years for a Christmas
Sunday, depending on the number of leap years. Other times you have
to wait 11 years, if leap year places Christmas on Monday.) Well, this is
one of those years. So after the pageantry of Christmas Eve, roll up to
the Zoom screen on Christmas morning with your hot cocoa and your
pjs and share an abbreviated worship service with your church family.

Epiphany
Sunday 1/1 @ 10am LIVE! online-ONLY
via Zoom at http://zoom.us/j/907548568
Epiphany Sunday is usually when we tell the story of those magi, those
wise, Gentile visitors from afar who followed the star to discover the
new King of the Jews they were looking for was a actually a baby, born
into poverty. But Epiphany is also a reminder of all kinds of other
discoveries, revelations, not just about who God is, but who we are, as
well, what roles we’re really playing in the story of the world, and who
we can become with God’s reign of justice, peace, and compassion.
(Isaiah 60:1-6, 11) This will be an online-only service. We will celebrate
holy communion on January 8.

Holiday Giving for Good

The Giving Tree: Family Promise MetroWest
November 20-December 11
Family Promise Metrowest in Natick provides four core programs to families
with children who are facing homelessness: a Shelter Program in a newly
renovated on-site shelter in downtown Natick; the SAIL Program to support
families who have graduated from shelter to permanent housing; the LIFE
program to help families avoid homelessness; and the Steps to Success Program
which offers education and employment support. Our congregation has long
supported the work of Family Promise, but the need now is greater than ever.
For this year’s Giving Tree, we ask you to consider your own blessings and make a gift to support the families
served by Family Promise MetroWest, to brighten their holiday season and help them far into the new year, as
need arises. To make your donation via PayPal, go to www.NeedhamUCC.org and select “Giving Tree:
Family Promise” from the drop-down menu. You also may send your check made out to “The
Congregational Church of Needham” with the memo: “Giving Tree” to the church office at 1154 Great Plain
Ave., Needham, MA 02492. Donations must be received by Monday, 12/12.

Many hands make light work.

Help Decorate the Church
Saturday, 11/26 @ 9:30-11:30am
You may want to have plans that will take you out of the house and away from
family on the Saturday after Thanksgiving. Or not. We don’t know your life.
But if you do, you could do worse than to join our crew of volunteers to
decorate our church for the Advent and Christmas season. Show up on time or
park on Great Plain Ave and knock on the sanctuary door.

Beautiful & Resilient

Donate & Deliver Christmas Flowers
In past years we’ve asked for donations for poinsettias to decorate our
sanctuary during the season. But recently we made a shift: Your donation this
year will go to buy beautiful and resilient Christmas cacti to be delivered by
volunteers to remind members of our church family they aren’t alone in this
holiday season but remain in our hearts. You can make your donation any
time before 12/11 via the PayPal link on our website at
www.NeedhamUCC.org (simply choose “Christmas Flowers” from the drop-down menu) or by sending
your check made out to “Congregational Church of Needham” with the memo: “Christmas Flowers” to the
church office at 1154 Great Plain Ave., Needham, MA 02492.
If you’d like to help make deliveries after worship on 12/11, please add your name to the sign-up list here.

BUT FIRST, STILL IN NOVEMBER…
Remembrance, Resilience, Revolution

Transgender Day of Remembrance
Sunday, 11/20 @ 4pm
on the lawn at First Parish in Needham, 23 Dedham Ave
Transgender Day of Remembrance (TDOR) was founded following the
murder of Rita Hester in Allston, MA, in 1998, to memorialize our trans
and non-binary siblings killed by hate each year. As transphobic
violence increases in our streets, particularly against trans women of
color, and anti-trans political violence takes root in statehouses across
the country, TDOR is more important than ever. Come join friends from
other faith communities and neighbors from around the MetroWest
area for this first on-site opportunity since 2019 to remember those we've lost, celebrate resilience, and
nurture loving revolution.

Give Thanks Together
An Interfaith Gathering in Gratitude
Available online beginning Wednesday, 11/23
Living gratitude, mindful of our interconnectedness with the earth and
our reliance on one another to survive and thrive is a core tenet of many
faiths around the world. The Needham Interfaith Clergy Association
members and congregations reflect on gratitude through the lenses of
our various faith traditions in this recorded liturgy, available online
beginning Wednesday, 11/23 via www.Facebook.com/NeedhamClergy
and also via a link on our church website at www.NeedhamUCC.org.

Advent Yard Signs Available
At a time when anti-immigrant sentiment is raging, remind
the world the one whose name we bear as Christians was a
displaced person—born while his parents were forcibly
relocated by government authorities—and a refugee—forced
to flee across borders with his family to escape deadly state
violence—and we care for refugees and immigrants in his
name. We have 10 of these yard signs available in the office.
Let Rev. John know you’d like one at
revjohn@needhamucc.org. (You can reimburse the church $10,
if you like.) Or you can order one yourself at
www.uccresources.com/products/advent-yard-signs-for-refugee-asylum-solidarity

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL FOR FAMILIES
Once again we are offering families a chance to explore Advent together using a family devotional from
Illustrated Ministry. An Illustrated Advent for Families: Now in Flesh Appearing is an opportunity for
families to take time each week during the Advent season to be intentional and focus on their faith.
The Advent story is about God taking on a physical body like ours. As you wait with anticipation and prepare
for baby Jesus to be born this Advent season, we invite you to discover the awesomeness of incarnation and
what it means for God to move, act, and live with us. This Advent resource invites your family to explore how
we can claim:
Body, have HOPE!

Brain, practice PEACE!

Self, feel JOY! Heart, feel LOVE!

Everyone, CELEBRATE!

We hope this Advent family resource will help you share in conversation about how God came to be human
and live among us. Print a copy of this devotional for your family at the following link or request a printed
copy by emailing the church office: https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JrAw1bZCOn-efpQnruRai8HYcyYmNQi/view?usp=share_link

EVEN MORE ABOUT THE CHRISTMAS PAGEANT
Join us in telling the nativity story this Christmas eve by participating in our pageant! There are opportunities
to participate live on-site, and live or prerecorded on-line. On-site roles are a good fit for families who are able
to participate in rehearsals (2 on Sundays after church and 1 right before the Christmas eve service) while online roles are perfect for folks who will be traveling for the holidays, whose distancing includes virtual
participation, etc. Thanks to Jordanna Mora and Kate Carter for organizing with the help of Teresa Blume
directing.
To participate:
1. Print 1 pageant sign-up sheet per person;
2. Select your top 5 roles and rank them in the column on the left from 1-5 with 1 being your top role;
3. Return your sign-up sheet(s) to Rev. Maddie’s mailbox in the copy room or email to
JordannaMora@gmail.com before December 1;
4. Our volunteers will assign roles before the first rehearsal date.
Printable Sign-Up Sheet:
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1byv7AhN6FTzF45BtoZeddDXm_bkvhYtfALBOmUDio3Y/edit?usp
=sharing

Rehearsals:
Sunday, 12/11 after church

Sunday 12/18 after church (costumes distributed)

Saturday, 12/ 24 @ 2pm

Christmas Eve Worship & Christmas Pageant: Saturday, 12/24, 4:00 PM

SUNDAY SCHOOL & YOUTH GROUP:
Sunday School activities are offered during the church hour on Sunday mornings.
During this busy season, Youth are encouraged to volunteer to help with the Christmas Pageant.
Sunday, November 20
Sunday School (K-5) @ 10am
No Youth Group (6-12)
Sunday, December 11
Sunday School (K-5) @ 10am *
No Youth Group (6-12)
Sunday, December 18
Sunday School (K-5) @ 10am *
No Youth Group (6-12)
*Teacher/Chaperones needed

ADULT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO TEACH:
Adult volunteers are needed for all of our children and youth offerings during the year - you can sign up
online at https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050e4eafad2caaff2-sunday1
Learn more about teaching here:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1sDlrFSHTFCwq3b9sGloOfrMV5X_NTlGXYlQfyNb6IE/edit?usp=sharing

Notes from the Board of Directors
The annual review of the membership was conducted by the Clerk, Nancy
Tegeler, in consultation with the Deacons, Rev. John and the Moderator. A list
of people who have been inactive for several years were contacted, and a few of
them asked to remain on the church rolls. The total number of names removed
was 26. An accurate membership count is essential to our governing processes.
The Building Vision Team is working to develop a Request for Proposal to hire
an architect to get the cost and other requirements for the list potential
improvements to our building. Many thanks to member Paul Brown who is an
architect and has led the team in developing the RFP. Accessibility was the top priority of the capital campaign
that raised the funds we are looking to put to work, and accessibility remains our top priority.
With regard to rental income, our building is humming during the week with dancers in the chapel, theatre
groups in Fellowship Hall, and childcare programs downstairs. The Dish Network cell tower is expected to be
installed in the steeple and on the roof of the Sanctuary hallway next June, after the childcare programs
complete the school year.

Many thanks to the Finance Team and chairperson, Tricia Marinilli, for the comprehensive mid-year financial
review on October 16. We are succeeding, so far, in meeting the goals of our three-year plan to reduce our
reliance on the endowment. We ask members to prayerfully consider increasing their pledges for next year,
and request that you notify the office of your pledge ASAP (office2@needhamucc.org). If you contribute to the
church electronically you must authorize those contributions every year.
The Personnel Team has been working with Rev. John to review the departure of our recent Operations
Manager and to advertise and hire a new Church Administrator. We are reverting to the former job title since
it seems to attract more suitable applicants. Many thanks to Cindy Sullivan, our Finance Administrator, who is
stepping up her hours to help cover the office duties.
Respectfully submitted,
Judith Stewart
Moderator

From the Open and Affirming Ministries Team
LGBTQIA+ and Athletes (from The Gist)
“In 2015, a massive international study surveyed nearly 9,500 individuals ,
both queer and straight, and found that 80% had seen or experienced
homophobia in sports, and the same proportion believe queer people are
[either] “not at all” to just “moderately” accepted in sporting culture.
“Even more concerning, 73% believe team sports are not safe for queer youths
and 78% question the safety of LGBTQIA+ individuals as mere spectators at
sporting events.
“And besides still combatting homophobia, there’s also a massive fight around transgender athletes and their
access to sports. While a few states are going so far as to ban gender-affirming healthcare for trans youths,
when it comes to sports, 18 states ban trans student-athletes from competing in sports consistent with their
gender identity.”
The article further states that “protecting women’s sports” is used “as a pawn in transphobic arguments. Yet it
is athletes and rans kids that pay the price, becoming ostracized from competitive fields.”

Make the Holidays—and the World—Brighter This Year
Christmas is on the way. The Open and Affirming Ministry Team suggests the following organizations as
worthy recipients of your holiday giving:
Founded in June 2008, their founding goal and continuing mission is to
support the basic human needs of LGBTQ+ people seeking asylum in the
United States. They strive to provide/find/facilitate: housing, food,
clothing, resources (ex. healthcare, psychological care, faith communities),
cellphones (vital for contact with lawyers and family), and transportation. At any time, the Task Force
represents 24 to 28 asylum seekers, director Al Green said, which costs around $30,000 per month. The task
force has leases to several apartments in Worcester, but last year, they were able to purchase a multi-unit
building after a two-year search, which will go a long way toward reducing program costs. Donate at
lgbtasylum.org/donate

Since 2011, OUT MetroWest has directly served more than 1,000 youth at its meetings,
has conducted dozens of trainings for local schools and organizations, and has
welcomed more than 200 guests at its events for LGBTQ+ families. They strive to
affirm LGBTQ+ identities through positive role modeling; challenge ableism, classism,
misogyny, racism, and other systems of oppression; create supportive spaces where LGBTQ+ youth can be
themselves; respect, embrace, and celebrate diversity; and treat people with care and compassion. Donate at
www.outmetrowest.org/donate

From the Environmental Ministries Team
As the holidays approach, please consider participating in Dedham’s
Thanksgiving morning “Ripples of Hope” 11th Annual Family Gratitude 5K
(Walk or Run) and Kids 1/2 Mile Run.

Endicott Estate, 656 East Street, Dedham MA
Kids 1/2 Mile @ 8:00 AM
5K (Walk or Run) @ 8:30 AM-11AM
To register, go to https://raceroster.com/events/2022/55689/11th-annualfamily-gratitude-5k-and-kids-12-mile-run-ripples-of-hope

As you shop for the holidays, please consider shopping local (Tin Rabbit, Proud Mary, Crosby
Jewlers, Pura Vida, etc.) or perhaps giving the following sustainable gifts such as…
a membership to an area organization that support environmental issues:
• Mass Audubon, www.massaudubon.org
• The Trustees of the Reservation, www.thetrustees.org
• Arnold Arboretum, www.arboretum.harvard.edu
• New England Aquarium, www.neaq.org
• Native Plant Trust (Garden in The Woods, Framingham), www.nativeplanttrust.org
an experience:
• performing arts tickets, like Needham Concert Society - www.needhamconcertsociety.org
• gift cards to local restaurants
gifts that reduce overall plastic waste: bamboo toothbrushes; bar soap, shampoo, & conditioner (available at
Trader Joes & Whole Foods); Love Beauty and Planet Coconut Water Shampoo + Conditioner Bar (available at
Target); Weleda hand cream “Skin Food”(available at Whole Foods and Amazon); Blueland toilet bowl
cleaner, hand soap packet & dispense, www.blueland.com; PFAs-free dental floss (for more, see explanation
www.epa.gov>PFAS>PFAS), like Public Goods floss (www.publicgoods.com) or Cocofloss
(www.cocofloss.com)
gifts made from natural materials: wool dryer balls, SmartWool socks, Darn Tough socks

Ring Out for Climate Justice!

EMT will ring the church bells and hold signs on
Great Plain Ave on 12/11 @ 11:11am (after church) for 11 minutes to continue to signal that
we have reached the 11th hour for action on climate crisis. If you are free, join us as we
hold signs and wave to drivers who honk as they drive by. (We have lots of extra signs).

From the Guatemala Partnership
Announcing a Posada Party!
Holiday merry-making with a Latin American Flair. Throughout Latin America,
people celebrate Advent with festive gatherings called posadas that feature
processions, Nativity scenes, music, candles, piñatas, tamales, hot drinks, sweet
breads, games, and other delights. Through call-and-response, participants
retell Mary and Joseph’s ordeal of seeking a place for her to give birth and cheer
when the tired couple is finally welcomed inside. The Guatemala Partnership
joyfully invites you to our very first North-South fusion Posada Party this
year. Come visit and chat, enjoy tasty treats, and wish one another ¡Feliz Navidad!
Posada Party details:
Tuesday, 12/27 @ 6:30pm
at the home of Lucienne Ronco, 16 Garden Road, Wellesley, MA
Kindly RSVP to Lucienne at lucienne.ronco@gmail.com or call 617.755.7700

Partner-Family Letters for the February 2023 Delegation
The February delegation to Santa María Tzejá is nearly full, and the group is
excited to begin planning for its trip to our sister village (February 15-26, 2023).
Jeff Clausen and Ali Durbin are co-leading. Letters to Partner Families and
Scholarship Students are due by January 2 in order to get them translated on
time. Please send your letters to Alan Clayton-Matthews at a.claytonmatthews@northeastern.edu. Thanks in advance for making this a priority over the
holidays. Your families in the village are always so happy to hear from you!
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Please submit materials by e-mail to office@needhamucc.org.
Our next issue deadline is January 3, 2023
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Advent-Christmas-Epiphany Calendar Overview
11/20 @ 4pm: Transgender Day of Remembrance, First Parish in Needham
11/23 and following: Giving Thanks Together, Needham interfaith Thanksgiving program online
11/26 @ 9:30-11:30am: Decorate the Church
11/27 @ 10am: 1st Sunday in Advent Worship
12/1 Deadline to sign up to participate in the Christmas Pageant
12/4 @ 10am: 2nd Sunday in Advent Worship
with holy communion and music with the Once-in-a-While Choir
@ 4pm: “A Christmas Serenade” Christmas Concert, hybrid in-person & via Zoom
12/11 @ 10am: 3rd Sunday in Advent Worship
@ 11:11am Volunteers deliver Christmas flowers
12/12 Last day for Giving Tree donations
12/19 @ 10am: 4th Sunday in Advent Worship
12/22 @ 3:30-4:30pm: Longest Night / Blue Christmas Worship online with the national UCC
12/24 @ 4pm: Christmas Eve Worship & Pageant
12/25 @ 10am: Christmas Morning Kitchen Table Worship, via Zoom only
NOTE: The church office will be closed from 12/26-12/30
1/1 @ 10am: Epiphany Worship, via Zoom only

An Update from Our COVID Advisory Team
At the request of the Boards of Directors and Deacons, our COVID
Advisory Team met this week to review our church policies in life of the
most up to date information about the pandemic from the national Centers
for Disease Control and Massachusetts Department of Public Health.
With the availability of effective vaccines helping to reduce overall COVID
infections and the severity of infection moving us from a pandemic experience
of the disease to an endemic one, public health organizations (1) encourage
individuals to stay up to date with vaccines and any new boosters as they become available and recommend we each (2) assess our
own particular level of risk (due to pre-existing health conditions, etc.) and (3) take whatever steps we view necessary to avoid
infection (masking, etc.). Please see the appropriate recommendations for what to do if you do become infected.
So the COVID recommends the church maintain our “Mask Respected, Not Required” policy for fully vaccinated
persons 2yo+ and drop our policy on seating only every other row in the sanctuary. Hybrid worship will continue,
but we will no longer require greeters to be masked, and will leave the decision for children to mask or not up to
their families. Please, as you are able, remain up to date with your boosters and MAKE SURE TO GET YOUR
FLU SHOT, as well. Of course, the COVID Advisory Team will continue to monitor the situation and make
recommendations for policy changes they deem necessary to meet changing circumstances.
If you have any questions, please reach out to Rev. John here.

