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Dear Friends,
Our special “Be the Church” worship series continues in October and
November as we explore what it means to be followers of Jesus in this new,
pandemic-informed world, where institutions, including the church, are
asking the big questions: Not just what should we do, but why?
In particular, we’re looking forward to hearing from some special guest
preachers. October 2, Rev. Nikira Hernandez (they/them), our friend and
neighbor from the Brighton Allston Congregation Church, UCC, will share
with us their thoughts on the theme “Forgive Often.” Then October 9, Rev.
Dr. John C. Dorhauer (he/him), President and General Minister of our United
Church of Christ denominational family, will tell us why he believes it’s so
important for the church to “Dismantle Racism.” This has been Rev.
Dorhauer’s life’s work, and he has helped our Church focus on this essential,
and confessional, ministry in the era of “Black Lives Matter.” Other themes coming up include “Side with the
Oppressed” (10/16), “Share” with a special story-telling sermon perfect for even the youngest among us (10/23), “Embrace
Diversity” (10/30), “Love God” (11/6), and “Enjoy This Life” (11/13).
Join us for worship any or every Sunday @ 10am EDT on-line and on-site via Zoom. Connection info at
www.NeedhamUCC.org.
Peace, Rev. John MacIver Gage

Yes, Virginia, We Really DID Bless Toilet Paper!
Thanks to the inspiration of the Outreach Committee, over the summer we collected more than 1600 rolls of toilet paper
for the International Institute of New England in support of their work settling refugees in the Greater Boston area,
particular folks escaping Afghanistan and Ukraine. THANK YOU to everyone who donated!

The Return of Trunk-or-Treat!
Saturday, 10/22 @ 2-4pm
Once again we’re inviting you to being and decorate your car in
the church parking lot so that area families can come have some
mildly-spooky trick-or-treat fun. Last year, even with the
pandemic we had hundreds of families and young children
attend—and we had a blast doing it! And this year we expect
even more. PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING YOUR
TIME AND YOUR CAR OR BIKE. Sign up here.
We’re also looking for donations of candy- and non-candy
treats via our Amazon wish list. DONATE HERE.

From Our Music Department
A new church year has begun and with it a new musical season. Many
thanks go to all who shared their gifts over the summer with music that
enhanced and deepened our services.
Chancel Choir resumed in September to the joy of making music together. If
you enjoy singing, you are invited to join the choir if only for a Sunday or a season. Rehearsals are the first and
third Thursday of the month at 7:15 to 9 pm. Choir also comes early on Sunday to run through anthems and
hymns for the service. Please feel free to come and try it out!
Planning for the Christmas concert is underway. Chancel Choir and Friendly Chimers are beginning to
prepare. Save December 4 for the concert and please consider sponsorships for the concert and to extend our
paid singers through 2023.
Singers , chimers and instrumentalists are all encouraged to participate in the church’s music program –
Contact our Music Director, Valerie Becker for details.

All Saints Day, 10/30

Call for Photos
As part of our worship on Sunday, 10/30, we will be observing All Saints Day,
that time when the church remembers all who’ve died, especially those we love.,
and with whom we remain in relationship through the communion of the saints
in the Spirit. As in previous years, our observance will include a photo montage
of these gone-but-not-forgotten loved ones who died over the past year or any
year. If you would like your loved ones to be remembered this way, send their
photos via email to revjohn@needhamucc with “All Saints Day” in the subject
line, along with their names.

Children & Youth: October
Sunday School & Youth Group
Volunteers Needed
Both our Sunday School and Youth Group classes will meet during
the Sunday morning worship hour. The lessons for both offerings are
low-prep, and you can look over the lesson plans on Google Drive.
On the day of your volunteer shift, arrive at 9:45 to look over your
lesson, set out any materials from your lesson box, and welcome
students. Students will join you in the classroom following Time for
Children. Youth Group volunteers will need to bring a snack
(donuts/munchkins are a favorite).
Sunday School & Youth Group Volunteer Sign-up:

tinyurl.com/NeedhamUCC2022
Youth who would like to volunteer to help in the K-5 Sunday school classroom are invited to sign up as
the “Sunday School - Youth Helper” on the same sign-up genius link above. Depending on what you are
comfortable doing, you might help students with their crafts or even lead the lesson! One youth helper
per week.

TRUNK OR TREAT
Date: Saturday, October 22, 2022
Time: 2:00-4:00 PM
Put on your Halloween best and join us for safe, fun trick or treating in our parking lot on Saturday,
October 22, from 2-4 PM! We will have both candy and non-food treats available for children to enjoy!
Raindate: Saturday, October 29, 2-4 PM
Would your family like to decorate your trunk or volunteer in another way? Sign up here:

tinyurl.com/NeedhamTOTVolunteers
We are collecting candy via our Amazon wishlist. You can donate candy, toys, and other items here:
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1VQDOVNG3GNNF?ref_=wl_share
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Coming Soon…

FAMILY MINISTRIES
Sunday School & Pre-K-Gr. 5 Events
Sunday, 10/2
10:00 Communion & Sunday School
K-5 Students begin in the classroom and join
families for Communion.

Sunday, 10/16
10:00 AM Worship & Sunday School
Students begin in worship
1 VOLUNTEER NEEDED FOR K-5
2 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR YOUTH

Christmas Pageant Sign-ups: Nov. 6-27
We are SO excited to have an on-site pageant,
with online elements included for families who
wish to participate in that way as well.
Christmas pageant sign-ups will be held Nov. 6
- Nov. 27. Keep an eye out for the form and
more information.
On-site pageant rehearsals are scheduled for
Dec. 11 & 18, 11:30-1 and Dec. 24, 2-4.

Saturday, 10/22
2:00-4:00 PM Trunk or Treat
Join us for safe and fun trick or treating in the
church parking lot! Rain date: Saturday, 10/29

And Save the Date for our Christmas Eve
Worship featuring On-site Pageant!
Sat, December 24, 4:00 PM

Sunday, 10/23
10:00 AM Worship w/ All-ages Storybook
sermon
Students remain in worship for story book sermon

Sunday, 10/30
10:00 AM Worship & Sunday School
Students begin in worship.
1 VOLUNTEER NEEDED FOR K-5
2 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR YOUTH

Children are always welcome in
worship! We have coloring pages and crayons,
quiet toys and books available in the narthex for any
children who would like them. If you need a break
from the sanctuary, toys, comfy couches, and a
speaker for listening to the service available in the
reception room.

Save the date and join us for a Youth & Family
Christmas Caroling outing on Sunday,
December 18, 3:00-5:00 PM!

Church Budget & Finances Update
Sunday, 10/16 @ 11:11am
The Finance Team invites you to stay after worship on 10/16 for our annual update
on the church budget & finances; in particular, we’ll hear how we’re doing on our
multi-year plan to reduce our dependence on our endowment and move the church
to a healthier and more sustainable financial footing.

The Men’s Fellowship will meet online at 9:00-9:45 A.M. on Sunday,
October 16 and November 20 (and on the 3rd Sunday each month). We welcome all
men of the church for fellowship and discussion of the day’s scripture and
sermon focus.
Look for the weekly church email for the Zoom link or contact Rob Dunlavey:

rob@robd.com or John Baldwin jsbaldwin@comcast.net.

2022 RIDE (Walk/Any Activity You Want) FOR FOOD
It’s Not Too Late!
For the seventh consecutive year, our Church is sponsoring a team in the
Ride for Food. We participate in support of the Needham Community
Council, so all the money we raise stays right here in Needham,
supporting the Council’s Food Pantry. Council leaders have called the
Ride for Food a “game changer” for the Pantry, helping them support the
260 Needham families who rely on the Pantry each month.

To Donate: In each of the past several years the Church Team has raised
over $10,000 for the Pantry, and we raised nearly $11,000 last year. To keep
up with inflation, our goal is to raise at least $11,000 this year. To donate
in support of the Team and the Pantry, go to the church’s website by
clicking here, then scrolling down and clicking on the Paypal button and
picking Ride for Food from the dropdown menu.
This is also your personal invitation to join the Church Team. If you are interested, read on …

To Participate : While Ride for Food remains the official title of the event, our unofficial title of
Ride/Walk/Any Activity You Want for Food emphasizes that the ways you can participate have increased
since the start of the pandemic. This year’s activity options are 25-mile and 50-mile bike rides, a 5K walk on
the beautiful, wooded campus of Noble and Greenough School, and the “Off the Beaten Path” option, where
you can do any activity you want whenever and wherever you want to do it. With no fixed date and no age

minimum for participants, “Off the Beaten Path” is both a flexible and family-friendly option. There is a way
for everyone to participate!

The bike rides and walk take place on Sunday, October 2, 2022. There will be food and festivities both
before and after. Registration for the rides or walk on October 2 is $75, and participants are asked to commit to
raise an additional $350. Registration for “Off the Beaten Path” is $25, and there is no fundraising minimum.
For “Off the Beaten Path”, you may choose any activity you wish, and complete it any time before October 2.

For additional information: Visit the Ride for Food web site: https://www.threesquaresne.org/ride-forfood/ (scroll down to find the FAQ), cr contact either of the Church co-captains: Mike Normile
(mnormile@comcast.net) or Lynn Gotwals (lynn.gotwals@gmail.com).

To join the Church Team and register: Visit https://ride.threesquaresne.org/team/440281 and click on Join
Team on the left.

From the Guatemala Partnership
Guatemala Partnership June Delegation Report-Back
Sunday, 10/23 @ 11:11am (following worship)
Mark your calendars for our June Delegation Report-Back, to be held on Sunday,
10/23 @ 11:11a am, following worship. You can join us in-person in the sanctuary
or online via Zoom (at the same, usual worship link). Travelers will share photos,
impressions, experiences, and stories from our joyful return to Santa María Tzejá
after a 2½-year absence due to the pandemic. We hope to see you there!

31st Annual Guatemala Yard Sale Recap
The Guatemala Yard Sale on September 17th once again found the church’s front lawn to be an ideal location
for attracting shoppers and displaying our energetic and outward-looking church community at work. The
beautiful weather also contributed to a steady flow of shoppers who were happy to have such a wide range of
quality items to choose from at reasonable prices. Everyone had a good time throughout the day. One
Needham resident said she enjoyed hearing bits of conversation between church volunteers who clearly
enjoyed reconnecting after the summer and catching up on their friends’ lives. The resident concluded: Who
wouldn’t want to be part of such a community?
Much appreciation to all who dropped off donations, worked to price items, volunteered, and made purchases
at the sale, and helped pack up the leftovers for delivery to Savers. Through your generous and collective
efforts, more than $4,000 was raised to support teacher salaries and high school scholarships in our sister
community of Santa María Tzejá.

Upcoming February Delegation:
Join us for a Life-Changing
Experience!
We encourage you to join our next inperson delegation to Santa María Tzejá in
February 2023 with co-leaders Jeff
Clausen and Ali Durbin! We will visit
families, witness education and
community development in action, try
new foods and experiences, meet with
leaders, and learn about each other’s lives.
Whether this is your first trip to our sister
community or you have been in the past
and are looking to reconnect – wherever
you are on life’s journey – we invite you to
join us! From high school age youth to those of us more ‘seasoned,’ all are welcome! Trip dates are February
15-26, 2023. To learn more, contact Jeff Clausen at: clausenj@gmail.com.

Update from SMT: Water Finally Flows!
As in many places around the world, people in Santa María Tzejá do not have running water and must haul
water from streams and springs to their homes for cooking, cleaning, and bathing. After decades of organizing,
investigating, and petitioning, the village has successfully secured a community-wide water project, to much
relief and excitement! On August 3rd, a construction team, coordinated and monitored by community leaders,
drilled 197 feet and reached a steady flow of water that is capable of meeting the population’s needs. The
water will be pumped from the well to a tank on high ground and then gravity-fed to people’s homes and
communal buildings. Gratified and thrilled, community members are installing pipes and faucets to receive
the vital liquid. They will soon be free of the daily hassle of water collection and the pressing worry of running
out of water.

From the Environmental Ministries Team (EMT)
The Southern New England Conference of our United Church of Christ
denominational family is sponsoring a “Faith Matters Voting Challenge” to
encourage all voters to vote their faith values in the upcoming November
elections. EMT is encouraging you to vote for candidates who are actively
addressing the current climate crisis. For more check out
www.sneucc.org/files/sneucc/general+documents/faith+matters+brochure.pdf
To learn about candidates running in Massachusetts and Norfolk County see www.sec.state.ma.us. To learn
about candidates where candidates stand on climate crisis issues, check out their website. If climate is not on
their website, consider writing a letter. To help you get started, we offer this template:

Dear [Candidate] :
I am a Massachusetts voter in ___________ County. Climate change is a top priority for me, and I am looking
for a candidate who understands the threat climate change poses to our county, state, and country. I do not see
climate as a priority on your website. Can you share with me your position on the current climate crisis and
your plans to address this if you are elected?
Thank you very much,
Your vote matters! Atmospheric CO2 is currently at 400 ppm and need to get below 350 ppm.

EMT will continue to join other Massachusetts congregations on the 11th day of each
month at 11am to ring church bells for 11 minutes highlighting that we are in the 11th
hour of the current climate crisis. Our next date is Tuesday, October 11th. Come join
us on the church front lawn for 11 minutes. We have lots of signs to share.

From the Open and Affirming Ministry Team
September and October are full of important dates and
activities related to Open and Affirming. You are members
and friends of an Open and Affirming congregation, so we
want you to know about them.
Anti-Racism Course forming soon
For the last several years, our Open and Affirming
Ministry Team has offered members of our
congregation an opportunity to engage in direct,
supported, Spirit-led conversation about racism, its
causes and effects among us and in us. This year’s
course is shaping up to start in late October. Keep an
eye on our weekly emails or email Kathie Carpenter if you’re interested in learning more.
---

Hispanic Heritage Month, 9/15-10/15
The National Gallery of Art features works by artists from Mexico,
the Caribbean, Central and South America, and Spain in the
Gallery’s permanent collection. To check out some of those pieces
for yourself online, go to: pinterest.com/ngadc/works-by-hispanicartists-from-the-collection/

---

October is National LGBTQ History Month
Expand your knowledge of queer history. Check out stories of LGBTQ icons at
lgbthistorymonth.com. A new list of notables comes out each week in
October.

---

October 11 is NATIONAL COMING OUT DAY.
Come out as your authentic self.
Come out as an ally to LGBTQI+ people.

---

Spirit Day is October 21
Spirit Day is an annual LGBTQ awareness day observed
on the third Thursday in October.[1] Started in 2010
by Canadian teenager Brittany McMillan, it was initially
created in response to a rash of widely
publicized bullying-related suicides of gay school
students in 2010, including that of Tyler Clementi.
Promoted by GLAAD, observers wear the color purple
as a visible sign of support for LGBTQ youth and
against bullying.
From 2012 to 2016, our church studied the causes and effects of bullying with several programs and speakers.
We held a series of programs on gender identity and expression, followed by forums featuring transgender
and non-binary people, because of the high risk that they have for bullying. Will you take this pledge
against bullying today? glaad.org/spiritday
---

Pay Attention! Let your voice be heard!
There are many laws being proposed in legislatures and municipalities
across the country designed to prevent or limit gender-affirming care
for transgender people, limit access to important books and safe spaces
for LGBTQI+ people, and limit any discussion of gender identity and
sexual orientation in schools. Watch your email, Facebook, and

Twitter for ways you can weigh in… then do it!

The church office will be closed on
Monday, October 10 in observance of Indigenous Peoples Day.

NOTE FROM THE OFFICE: Our operations manager, Diane Dana, has left the church’s employ.
While we work to fill this position, our longtime financial administrator, Cindy Sullivan will assist us by
picking up some extra hours. While we’re searching, the office will be open reduced hours in the interim:
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays @ 8am-2pm and Thursdays @ 8am-12noon. As always, it’s best to email
or call ahead if you need to come by.

FOCUS newsletter contributions are always welcome!
The submission deadline for the combined Advent – Christmas – Epiphany
(11/27- 1/8) issue is: Wednesday, November 9
Please submit materials by e-mail to office@needhamucc.org
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