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Order of Worship for November 21, 2021
PRELUDE

Voluntary in F Major by W. Hine

WELCOME

Valerie Becker, organ

Rev. John MacIver Gage & Rev. Maddie Foster

TIME WITH CHILDREN
SHARING THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

with William Van Arsdale,
child of Courtney & Angela Van Arsdale

One: …And now to this congregational gathered in the Spirit of Christ, I ask
you, what will you promise this child and this family on behalf of the
entire Church?
Congregation: On behalf of the entire Church of Jesus Christ, we witness and
celebrate this sacrament with you. We affirm God’s unshakable love
for this child, for you, for us, and for all persons. With God’s help, we
promise you our prayer support as we journey together as the Body
of Christ, a family in faith.
HYMN

Child of Blessing, Child of Promise (see below)

SCRIPTURE

from the Gospels, Matthew 27:50-54

SERMON

Transition (“Revolutionary Love” series, 9/9)

ANTHEM

Look at the World, arr. J. Rutter

SHARING OUR PRAYERS

Chancel Choir

(“Oh God, hear our prayer”)

PRAYER FOR TRANSGENDER DAY OF REMEMBRANCE
LITANY OF THANKSGIVING
THE LORD’S PRAYER (using these or whichever words are closest to your own heart)
Our Father in heaven, holy is your name. Your reign come, your will be done, on earth
as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
yours is the kin-dom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

HYMN

Like a Tree Beside the Waters (see below)

OPPORTUNITIES TO BE PART OF THE GOOD NEWS
STEWARDSHIP MOMENT

SINGING OUR THANKS & PRAISE
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! Praise God, all creatures here below!
Praise God above, you heavenly hosts! Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost!
BLESSING & COMMISSION
POSTLUDE

Child of Blessing, Child of Promise

Like a Tree Beside the Waters

This fall, we are spending nine Sundays putting
Valerie Kaur’s book, See No Stranger: A
Memoir & Manifesto of Revolutionary Love, in
conversation with the Gospel of Jesus. Kaur is a
civil rights activist, filmmaker, and Sikh faith
leader, a visionary calling diverse allies to
transform the world in “revolutionary love”
expressed in nine compass points: wonder, grieve, fight; rage, listen, reimagine;
breathe, push, transition. She asks, “What if the darkness of our world just now is
the darkness, not of the tomb, but the womb?” Our final conversation for
reflection will be Wednesday, 12/1 @ 7:30pm at our usual Zoom link for
worship.
Hello dear music-revelers! The Once in a While Choir will sing in person on
Sunday, Dec. 5th at the 10 am service. Perhaps a voice or two from those who can't
attend in person will add their voices virtually in a prerecorded clip. We don't want
to miss a voice. You are all important in and to our music making. We can make
that happen. The song we're singing is a familiar one, "Joseph and Mary's Boy" by
Alabama. I will send the music in pdf format asap.
Rehearsals:
Sunday, Nov. 21 at 11:15 in a room to be determined.
ZOOM - Wednesday, Dec. 1, at 7 pm
Sunday, Dec. 5, at 9 am in the sanctuary.
This is one of those anthems you can learn in 10 minutes. Even if you can't attend
the rehearsal on the 21st in person or Dec. 1 on Zoom, come along anyway. It's an
easy song to pick up. Think Hootenanny Style.
Yes, we will be masked, but, as I've experienced with several groups now, little of
the music is lost with wearing masks. Please let me know if you can make it.
Blessings to all. Love, Cici
Holiday Giving Tree - Family Promise Metrowest in Natick provides four core
programs to families with children who are facing homelessness: a Shelter
Program which is moving from congregations to a static site in downtown Natick,
the SAIL Program to support families who have graduated from shelter to
permanent housing, the LIFE program to help families avoid homelessness and
the Steps to Success Program which offers education and employment support.

In 10 months of 2021, they have served 56 families which included 93 children.
For this year’s Giving Tree, we are collecting donations to support the families
served by Family Promise Metrowest. In turn, the support provided to these
families allows the Family Promise parents to celebrate the holidays with their
children in whatever way they choose.
Some suggested giving levels will have the following impact on families:
 $10 - will provide a workbook for a parent participating in the Financial
Literacy program
 $25 - will reimburse a family’s weekly transportation expense to get to and
from school, work and medical appointments
 $50 - will pay for a weekly childcare subsidy to help a parent attend school or
work
 $100 - will help cover the cost of a medical co-pay so a family can address
their health needs
Donations must be received by Monday December 13. You can make your
donation via the PayPal link on our website at www. NeedhamUCC.org (simply
choose “Giving Tree” from the drop-down menu) or by sending your check made
out to the “Congregational Church of Needham” with the memo: “Giving Tree” to
the church office at 1154 Great Plain Ave., Needham, MA 02492.
For more information, the Family Promise Metrowest
website: https://www.familypromisemetrowest.org/
Brighten Someone's Day with a Flower Delivery! Each Sunday the plant on the
Altar during Worship is delivered to a member of our church family. We are
looking for individuals to deliver to a local church family home. Sign up online at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e48a9ab2fa2fa7-flower2 or email the
office at office@needhamucc.org
Hybrid Worship - We are meeting for Hybrid Worship, gathering simultaneously
in-person and remote. We hope you will join us, either live in the Sanctuary or live
via Zoom, as the Spirit leads you.
If you choose to participate via Zoom, you can log in through Zoom. If you choose
to participate in the sanctuary, here is what you need to know:
 You do not need to sign up ahead of time.

 Enter from the parking lot through the door by the office. If you or a loved
one need to use the ramp, please contact Rev. John at
revjohn@needhamucc.org ahead of time and plan to park in front of the
church along Great Plain Ave.
 Bring and wear your mask. Everyone over 2 years old will be required to wear
a mask.
 Dress comfortably. The sanctuary is not air conditioned.
 Give your name to the ushers to help us with contact tracing.
 Maintain social distance. Families may sit together. We will not have coffee
hour.
 We will not sing, not yet. But Valerie will play the organ live.
 Bathroom facilities will be available on a one-at-a-time basis.
 There will be no childcare.
Rev. Maddie and I look forward to seeing you for our hybrid worship, one way or
another, in person or remote, and to continuing to discern together where God is
leading us and what we're called to become, not just in this pandemic moment, but
as we move forward together into the future. Peace, Rev. John

